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Aims of the Rights of Way Group

The Chiltern Society area covers about 
650 square miles, extending along the

Chilterns from Hitchin in the north east to
Goring-on-Thames in the south west, and
including the Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB).

This area takes in parts of Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,
Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire, embracing 11 Districts and
Boroughs and around 150 Parishes.Within it the Rights of Way
Group (ROWG) concerns itself with nearly 5,000 footpaths,
bridleways, and byways (collectively referred to as paths in 
what follows) with a total length of around 2,300 miles.

Our objective is to keep these paths open and in good 
condition, to add to and otherwise improve 
the network of paths where 
possible, and to encourage 
use of all paths, so that people
increasingly enjoy the Chiltern 
countryside away from towns 
and traffic.

The Group has achieved a great 
deal since its formation in 1965,
but nothing stands still in the 
countryside and we need to remain 
vigilant to ensure that improvements 
won are not eroded.

� PATH REPRESENTATIVES

Each of some 180 Path Representatives monitors paths in a parish
or part of a parish – there is no requirement that the parish should
be their own, though that will often be their own preference.
Their essential task is to walk their allocated paths at least twice a
year and to report to their Area Secretary any problems they identify.
It is very welcome if Path Representatives are also able to carry out
some minor maintenance work on their paths but quite acceptable,
and no hindrance to appointment, if they choose not to.

� AREA SECRETARIES

The 18 Area Secretaries, each within a prescribed area, are
responsible for the effective monitoring of paths through their
Path Representatives, for taking the appropriate action to resolve
any difficulties about the condition of paths, for examining and
responding to proposals to create, divert, or extinguish paths, and
for seeking improvements to the path network.

� WALKS CO-ORDINATOR AND WALK LEADERS 

The ROWG sets up, through a Walks Co-ordinator and Walk
Leaders, Chiltern Society walks at weekends and midweek, details of
which are publicised in Chiltern News and on the Society’s website.

� RESEARCH OFFICER AND CARTOGRAPHER

The ROWG initiates publication of footpath maps, specifically for
walkers, which cover the greater part of the Chiltern area and are
being continuously updated and extended by the Group’s
Research Officer and Cartographer.

� CYCLING

The Cycling group, represented on the ROWG Committee and
with its own committee, acts as a focus for Society members with
an interest in cycling and amongst other things arranges its own
recreational rides both at weekends and midweek.

� CHILTERN WAY OFFICER AND WARDENS

As a Millennium project the Group established the Chiltern Way,
a broadly circular long route through much of the best
countryside in the Chilterns. Its Chiltern Way Officer and
wardens, who assist him, monitor the route to ensure that it
remains in good walkable condition.
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How to volunteer

We are always delighted to hear from Society
members who would like, now or in the future, to
engage in any of the work we do – we regard it as
both useful and fun and very little of it demands

previous experience.Those interested in
volunteering to assist the ROWG should contact

its Chairman or Secretary as shown on the
Directory on this site.

� ROWG COMMITTEE

Area Secretaries, together with the ROWG Chairman,Vice-
Chairman and Secretary elected annually at the Group’s Annual
General Meeting, normally in September or October, and the 
coopted officers with special responsibilities already mentioned,
constitute the ROWG Committee, which co-ordinates the
Group’s affairs, acts on the Society’s behalf in proposing or
responding to possible legislative or other developments relating
to rights of way, and does all it can to promote access to the
countryside.

� PATH MAINTENANCE VOLUNTEERS

The Group’s Path
Maintenance Volunteers,
limited to about 40 in
total at any one time,
carry out path
maintenance and
improvement by way
of assistance to local
authorities. Work
meetings on a weekly

basis cover most of the year. Dates, which vary between the days
Monday to Friday are notified well in advance, but it is left to
each individual to decide which sessions to attend. A session
normally takes the form of a morning’s work followed, for those
who wish it, by lunch together locally. The work to be carried
out varies according to the needs in particular locations but may
typically involve clearing paths of fallen trees, growth, and other
obstructions; waymarking the route, sometimes by erecting
waymark posts; and improving their safety or convenience, for
example by providing steps on awkward stretches, and building,
renovating, or, where it is so agreed, removing stiles.A variety of
tools and machines are used, and training given in their proper use.

The Chiltern Society Office, White Hill Centre, 
White Hill, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1AG

Telephone: 01494 771250  Fax: 01494 793745
E-mail: office@chilternsociety.org.uk

www.chilternsociety.org.uk
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